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The Goss Hawks Fly Again in 2019
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The Benjamin F. Goss Bird
Club was founded to increase knowledge and
appreciation of birds
through education, research, preservation and
conservation, and to provide public awareness of
birds and their role in the
environment - all of which
remains our goal and purpose to this day.
Unless otherwise noted,
events are held at Retzer
Nature Center, located
about 4 miles west of
Waukesha, near the end
of Madison Street.
S14 W28167 Madison St,
Waukesha, WI 53188

The Benjamin F. Goss Bird Club is once again
joining forces with the Natural Resources
Foundation of Wisconsin, WBCI, and the WSO
to raise money in support of statewide bird
conservation. Our team The Goss Hawks (get
it? Ben Goss Club …. Goshawk?) gets the added benefit of being a participating organization, so we receive half of the funds we raise
for local causes!

who will compile the team list.

Overall, the 2019 state-wide goal for the
birdathon is to raise $90,000. The last time we
fielded a birdathon team was 2017, when we
were a top-five fundraising organization,
bringing in over $1,300! And as a participating
organization, we received half of that to use for
local causes. Our goal is to repeat that effort in
2019.

If you don’t feel like taking your own section,
partner up! Or join on a section with birders who
have more advanced skills. This is a great opportunity to hone your ID skills as you enjoy the outdoors while raising funds for the birds in our state
and our home county!

This year, The Goss Hawks will be teaming up
with Waukesha County Parks to benefit their
reforestation in the parks. The money we raise
will be used to purchase trees and materials to
expand the county forests. Places such as Fox
River Park, which already contain excellent
forest remnants, will be bolstered with new
trees to expand habitats for nesting birds and
other wildlife.
Participation in the birdathon involves two
aspects – birding and fundraising.
The fun part is the birding. Just as a
walk-a-thon is about walking, a bird-athon is about birding. Waukesha
County Parks has identified a number
of parks and greenways where our
birding expertise can be utilized to
determine what birds are and aren’t
there. All you have to do is sign up for
one of the parks or greenways, and
then visit the park at least once, or
many times, from April 15th to June
15th. Document the birds you see and
hear, and report them to Tim Hahn,

The fundraising can be whatever you want to
make of it. If you want to donate, that’s great! If
you have friends and family who wish to donate,
even better! Send them the link below, and they
can donate using a credit or debit card. The bird
club can also accept cash or check, which can be
forwarded to club treasurer Paula Stich.

To grab a section, sign up at a club meeting or
contact Tim Hahn (thahnbirder@gmail.com) Help
us help our birds by pledging or donating to The
Goss Hawks! You can contribute a set amount or
pledge per species. To donate online, go to our
team page and make a tax-deductible donation:
wibirdathon.dojiggy.com/gosshawks
Parks
Fox Brook Park
Fox River Park
Menomonee Park
Minooka Park
Mukwonago Park
Muskego Park
Naga-Waukee Park
Nashotah Park
Retzer Nature Center Monches Park
Ryan Park
Greenways
Pewaukee River
Ashippun River
Spring Brook
Fox River

A Moment from the Archives with Jennifer Tyskiewicz

“Dear Ben….I have many questions and I need to
know the answers…..I read your column in the
Waukesha Freeman every month….”
Thus, the B.F. Goss Bird Club took on the role of writing an “advice” column for the lovelorn of the birding
community, who had become smitten with their backyard birds.
This column appeared for some months in the
Waukesha Freeman during 1939. It would always contain a headlined article, said to have been “prepared”
by the members of the bird club, followed by several
bird-related questions and answers, and concluding
with a list of “birds seen” in Waukesha County during
that past month.
Some of the article titles were such as, “Scarlet Tanager is Brilliant Target: But, Its’ Mate Wears Coat of
Olive Green,” in a reference to the fact that this bird
was once hunted for its’ lovely feathers, with “boys
and men with guns and sling shots annually taking
their toll on them;” “Tiny Warblers Arriving Here;”
and “Not All Sparrows Unwanted: White-throated
Species Has a Sweet Song.”
Questions that were posed and answered had to do
with many facets of birdwatching, such as identification:
“What is the large brown bird in my currant bushes, with a long tail that reminds me of a Mockingbird?”
Answer: “ It’s a Brown Thrasher.”
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What is the bird with the deep blue back and
white underparts that is trying to get into the
opening of my wren house?
Answer: “A Tree Swallow…and we suggest that you
whittle the hole a bit larger to accommodate this valuable bird.”
Other questions had to do with bird habits and habitats, such as: “Does the Nuthatch remain in Wisconsin throughout the year?”
Answer: “ The White-breasted does, but the Redbreasted is a migrant.”
“Where can I see Wild Geese?”
Answer: “Drive west from Elkhorn about 4 miles on
Highway 15. After passing a long row of Evergreen
Trees on the right, take the first turn to the right. Go
about one mile or until you come to a small pond on
the left.” (Can you imagine!)
Some questions involved birdwatching equipment,
such as
“What kind of glasses are recommended?”
Answer: “8 x 30 are used by many bird students.”
Something tells me that the person answering the
questions may have been the same person posing
the questions….but, this Q & A format, combined
with an article and a list of birds seen in the county,
added up to an interesting column…and no one was
the wiser, except for maybe the owls!
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Take Five with…..

Christine and Don Reel

Don and Christine freezing at the rim of a
foggy Grand Canyon. 12/31/12
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Don and Christine visiting
Niagara Falls in 2014.
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Don and Christine taking in the Sandhill Crane
migration along the Platte River in 2017

***REMINDER***
Monday April 8th is the Spring Hearing
For the Wisconsin Conservation Congress
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