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3 Billion Birds Are Gone. Now what?
You no doubt heard of the study published in the
journal Science, confirming what birders everywhere already assumed - bird populations are
declining quickly, and human activity is the root
cause. Various reasons are cited - habitat loss
and degradation, climate change, pesticides and
pollution, and various other things like window
strikes, wind turbines, and domestic cats.
While the numbers shocking, birds are only the
proverbial canary in the coal mine. “Given that
birds are one of the best monitored animal
groups, birds may also foreshadow a much larger problem, indicating similar or greater losses
in other taxonomic groups.”
Throughout the article, breathtakingly tragic
stats illustrate the realities that our birds face
daily - 53% decline in grassland birds, 33% decline in boreal forest birds, 23% decline in arctic
tundra birds. You can read them for yourself.
And while there are some bright spots such as
the rebound of raptors after the DDT ban, the
overwhelming message is this:
North American birds are in peril & need help.
But with as many news stories as we read every
day telling us that our birds are dying, it’s easy
to get numb to the information. We know all of
this, but what do you want me to do about it? I’m
just one person. I can’t possibly make an impact. OH BUT YOU CAN!

As concerned citizens who value nature and
know a healthy ecosystem is important to our
existence on this earth, the news about our birds
prompts us to aske two vital questions:
How do we know these things about birds? &
How do we keep things from getting worse?
Answering the first question is simple - Data.
Data. Data. Decades of data, compiled together,
paints this dire picture. And while the data we
already have is important, it is even more important that we continue to collect data. We must
do it at a faster pace, because our environment
is changing at rates never seen before.
When the opportunity presents itself, share your
sightings with people who know what to do, and
can do something with the information. Biologists, policy makers, and politicians need information, and they need to know that we care. Contribute to conservation as a CITIZEN SCIENTISTS
and be vocal about what you know is important.
“History shows that conservation action and legislation work. Our results signal an urgent need
to address the ongoing threats of habitat loss,
agricultural intensification, coastal disturbance,
and direct anthropogenic mortality, all exacerbated by climate change, to avert continued biodiversity loss and potential collapse of the continental avifauna.”
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The Benjamin F. Goss Bird
Club was founded to increase knowledge and
appreciation of birds
through education, research, preservation and
conservation, and to provide public awareness of
birds and their role in the
environment - all of which
remains our goal and
purpose to this das.
Unless otherwise noted,
events are held at Retzer
Nature Center, located
about 4 miles west of
Waukesha, near the end
of Madison Street.
S14 W28167 Madison St,
Waukesha, WI 53188

As for the second question, The American Bird Conservancy has outlined several simple
actions people can take in their daily lives to benefit birds.
7 SIMPLE ACTIONS TO HELP BIRDS
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Make windows safer, day and night – Use certified bird safe glass and turn off the lights.
Keep cats indoors – Birds don’t naturally avoid non-native predators like domestic cats.
Plant natives, not lawn – Birds need stop over habitat, no matter how small the yard.
Avoid Pesticides – Birds need food, in other words insects. Pesticides kill their food.
Drink Bird-Friendly Coffee - Shade-grown & rainforest Certified Coffee: Look for the Frog!
Reduce or Eliminate Plastics – Alternatives abound and are often very affordable.
Watch birds and SHARE what you see – Policy is driven by data, which comes from our observations IF we share them.
To read the article in Science, click on “Get the details” at this link: www.abcbirds.org/3-billion-birds
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BIRD GAMES!
courtesy of Spence

Match the bird that goes with the city/state and sport! (Pro teams only)
A. PELICANS
B. REDWINGS
C. CARDINALS
D. BLUE JAYS
E. ORIOLES
F. PENGUINS
G. RAVENS
H. SEAHAWKS
I. FALCONS
J. EAGLES
K. DUCKS
L. HAWKS
M. PELICANS

W. BASKETBALL
X. HOCKEY
Y. FOOTBALL
Z. BASEBALL

ANSWERS: 1C Z. 2CY. 3DZ.
4EZ. 5KX. 6HY. 7FX. 8JY. 9BX.
10IY. 11GY. 12MW. 13LW

1. ST. LOUIS
2. ARIZONA
3. TORONTO
4. BALTIMORE
5. ANAHEIM
6. SEATTLE
7. PITTSBURG
8. PHILADELPHIA
9. DETROIT
10. ATLANTA
11. BALTIMORE
12. NEW ORLEANS
13. ATLANTA

BIRDS IN CARTOONS & CEREAL QUESTIONS:
1. WHAT KIND OF BIRD IS THE SYMBOL FOR NBC TV?
2. WHAT KIND OF BIRDS WERE CARTOON HECKEL & JECKEL?
3. WHAT KIND OF BIRD IS SYMBOL OF FRUIT LOOPS CEREAL?
4. WHAT CARTOON BIRD GOES
?
5. WHAT CARTOON BIRD SAID
?
6. MOST FAMOUS LOONEY TUNES WATERFOWL “
?
7. MOST FAMOUS WALT DISNEY CARTOON WATERFOWL BIRD-SAILOR CAP & SHIRT?
8. WHAT CARTOON CHARACTER IS THE LAUGHING BIRD
- - ?
9. WHO BIRD WAS FOGHORN LEGHORN ALWAYS CHASING?
10. WHO IS SNOOPY’S BIRD SIDEKICK?
ANSWERS: 1. PEACOCK 2. MAGPIES 3. TOUCAN SAM 4. ROADRUNNER 5. TWEETY PIE 6. DAFFY DUCK 7. DONALD
DUCK 8. WOODY WOODPECKER 9. HENERY (chicken) HAWK 10. WOODSTOCK
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Our Club’s Connection with Wausau’s Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum
A Moment from the Archives with Historian, Jennifer Tyskiewicz

Recently, long-time club member Susan
Feitel moved to the Wausau area. In a
farewell letter to our club, Susan mentioned that she would look for a bird club
to join in Wausau… and that she soon
wanted to visit the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum located there.
Her statement brought to mind a special
memory from the past, involving our
club’s connection to this bird-oriented art
museum.
In 2005, Janet Maier, (pronounced as you
would pronounce Meyer), a club member
since 1987, passed away. Janet had been a
“mover and a shaker” in the Waukesha
community for all of her life.
Besides being an active bird club member,
Janet was an officer in the Spring City Garden Club, founding board member of Cooperating Congregations of Greater
Waukesha, member of the Waukesha
County Fair Board, co-founder of Horizon
House, which was the first halfway house
for women prisoners in Wisconsin, a
member of the Adult Education Council
and 4H Boards in the county, as well as an
active member of the Farm Bureau and
Toastmistress Club.
Janet’s obituary stated that she “gave selflessly of time to all sorts of individual and
personal causes throughout her life.” Besides all of this - and bird-watching - Janet
also enjoyed gardening, painting, ceramics
and gourmet cooking.
After Janet’s passing, her daughter donated
two large, leather-bound and giltembossed volumes of The Field Guide Art
of Roger Tory Peterson, Eastern and
Western to our club. (See photo). The
volumes measured 17 ¼” x 11 ¼” x 1 ½”

and were signed by the artist.
Knowing that these special works should
be seen and enjoyed beyond the membership of our club, we soon began discussions at monthly meetings to determine
the best venue for them. Member Harlow Bielefeldt volunteered to look into
their value, which was later determined
to be $345.00.

should these valuable volumes be put into
general circulation, they could soon be
mishandled and wrecked.
Only the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art
Museum indicated that the volumes would
be used for visiting scholars and artists
doing research, and for children visiting
the museum in a supervised setting, and
the volumes would need to be used at the
museum …with no circulation involved.

Thus, at the January 15th 2006 meeting,
our club passed a motion that the Peterson
art volumes be donated to the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum. A descriptive
bookplate was placed on the title page of
each volume by Jennifer Tyskiewicz, with
a description that read: This book belonged
to Janet Maier, a member of the B. F. Goss Bird
Club of Waukesha, WI. Our bird club has
Janet Maier arranging the table for the
donated it to the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art
Christmas Count Dinner, December 1991. Museum in her memory. January 2006.
At the October 16th 2005 club meeting,
a motion was made to donate the set to
Retzer Nature Center. However, the
motion was withdrawn in order to check
as to how the staff would make the books
available to visitors. It was decided that a
committee comprised of Christine Reel
and Marlyn Winter would investigate a
number of venues, asking the question as
to how the volumes would be loaned or
used.
The minutes of the November 20th 2005
meeting indicate the committee spoke to
the following organizations, in addition to
Retzer Nature Center: Waukesha Public
Library, WSO Silent Auction, Carroll
College, and the Leigh Yawkey Woodson
Art Museum in Wausau.
A concern of our club members was that

The delivery of the two volumes to the
museum in Wausau was easily accomplished. Mike and Jennifer Tyskiewicz
often traveled to Wausau at the time to
visit Mike’s mother, and on one such trip
on January 30th 2006, the donation was
taken to its new home.
The museum administrators were very
welcoming and pleased to view their new
acquisition, and followed up our visit by
sending a thoughtful thank-you letter to
our club.
In part, it reads: Representations of birds and
avian imagery are the central focus of the Museum’s collection, and Roger Tory Peterson
played a pivotal role in the early growth of the
Museum’s flagship exhibition, Birds in Art. To
meet the Museum’s educational goals, we stead(continued on page 4)

(continued from page 3)
fastly work with all visitors from
young children to adults to increase their awareness and understanding of bird life.

that it would have a bird-oriented
focus.
Wisconsin bird artist, Owen
Gromme, was called on to help
put together the first exhibition for
the opening of the museum in
1976. This premier exhibition was
named Birds in Art, and has remained an annual event since then,
being held each September.

You might wonder who Leigh
Yawkey Woodson was?
Her birth family, and the family that she married into, was
successful in the lumber industry, with both families contributing to many and various community
projects and improvements in the Wausau
area.
Her family wanted to honor her memory

when she passed away in 1963, and since
Leigh loved art, and much of her personal
collection was bird art, it was natural that a
museum would be a fitting memorial and

The Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art
Museum is always free admission,
and you can Google their website
to see a calendar of events and
exhibitions. While there, you
might want to ask to see the two
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