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Following our November club meeting, we 
will take a break from our normal routine 
and host a couple special events that focus on 
comradery and fellowship.  

On December 14th we will conduct the 
Waukesha Christmas Bird Count. For over 
100 years, birders in North America have 
conducted CBCs during the holiday season, 
and this tradition continues  as we head back 
to our 15 mile diameter circle. Our bird 
sightings are added to the decades of data 
already gathered. By conducting our survey 
year after year in the same circle, we can see 
trends in bird populations, migration, and 
distributions. It’s also a great opportunity to 
spend several hours, or even a full day with 
birding friends. Nothing helps to bond a 
friendship like bouncing from birding 
hotspot to birding hotspot in a car, planning 
the next move, and maybe finding a rare 
bird!  

If you are new to the hobby or have never 
been part of a CBC before, please feel free 
to ask around to see if any groups have space 
in their vehicle or would like an extra set of 
eyes to join them. This event is an excellent 
opportunity to learn bird ID, to learn which 
birds actually stick around for the winter, 
and how to find them in this desolate season. 

On January 19th we’ll forego the traditional 
club meeting and will host a Goss Bird Club 
potluck. At many of our meetings, members 
and guests barely have time to say hi. The pot-
luck will be an opportunity to catch up with 
old friends or make new ones, swap birding 
stories, and have some great food. Ann Ferell 
has a few notes below regarding the potluck. 
We hope to see you there! 

• If you’re helping with setup, please be to 
Retzer at 6:15 PM. If you’re bringing coffee, 
please get there a little early and make it there 
in your own pot, & bring enough for a second 
pot. If you want tea, BYO tea bag(s). Table-
cloths, utensils, plates, and hot & cold cups 
will be provided. 

• We’d like to have 4 each of Amain dish, Bsal-
ad, and Cdessert. A sign up sheet was passed 
around at the November meeting, so check 
with Ann to see what folks are bringing.  
Otherwise, surprise us! 

• Questions? Email Ann Ferrell at 
ahf.1967@outlook.com or  
landline 262 548 9630 (leave a message) 

Upcoming Goss Club Special Events 

The Sometimes Monthly Newsletter of  
the Benjamin F. Goss Bird Club 

The Benjamin F. Goss Bird 
Club was founded to in-
crease knowledge and 
appreciation of birds 
through education, re-
search, preservation and 
conservation, and to pro-
vide public awareness of 
birds and their role in the 
environment - all of which 
remains our goal and 
purpose to this das. 
Unless otherwise noted, 
events are held at Retzer 
Nature Center, located 
about 4 miles west of 
Waukesha, near the end 
of Madison Street.  
S14 W28167 Madison St, 
Waukesha, WI  53188 

www.gossbirdclub.org 

#  GROUP LEADER PHONE  EMAIL    DESCRIPTION  

1 Paula Stich  262-844-9848 paulabirder@gmail.com  Waukesha/Fox River  
2 Jasonn Weber  414-940-4820 jasonnweber@wi.rr.com  Phantom Lake/ SE Waukesha  
4 Spence Stehno  414-940-2020 pensacola634@gmail.com  Vernon Marsh  
7 Jennifer Tyskiewicz 262-786-0172 mtyskiewicz@wi.rr.com  North Prairie/Genesee Depot/Wales 
8 Anne Moretti  262-337-2837 amoretti@wi.rr.com  South Kettle Moraine  
10 Ann Soderman  608-218-0274 annsoderman2@gmail.com Retzer Nature Center  
13 Mary Korkor  262-442-7530 marekor@aol.com  Nagawicka Lake/Pewaukee Lake Area 
14 Bev Dunk  262-439-9363 rbdunk@att.net   Dousman Area/Nelson's Woods  

Christmas Bird Count Section Leaders 
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With our Christmas Bird Count fast 
approaching, it is interesting to re-
flect on this ritual that has been oc-
curring in birdwatching groups in 
the United States every December 
since 1900, and more specifically, 
in our Benjamin F. Goss Bird Club 
since 1928. 

A somewhat mid-century look at 
Waukesha Freeman articles in our 
archives reveals that our Christmas 
Bird Counts garnered lots of press 
and photo spreads in the 1960’s. 

The 1965 count, held on December 
27th, featured a short article, but 
included seven photos of club mem-
bers out and about in our circle.  
(See two photos with this article).   

Our members of long ago seemed 
to have more adventures than we 
have nowadays!  I can’t ever re-
member having to crawl through a 
fence while counting, and I know 

for sure that no one has ever ap-
peared on their porch to bring me 
a hot cup of coffee!  Now, we have 
to go to Starbucks for that! 

The remaining photos are shots of 
bundled-up people with binoculars 
glued to their faces and gloved fin-
gers pointing at a faraway tree… 
so some things never change! 

The article describes the event as 
being a “dawn to dusk effort,” 
which resulted in 51 species and 
9,105 individual birds. 

Bob Adams, one of our club 
founders, was quoted as saying 
that, “every group had at least one 
member who could identify all 
species expected to appear in the 
area.” 

Only three photos accompanied a 
somewhat longer article in 1966.  
The article described the “friendly, 
but keen, competition” that exist-
ed between our club and the S. 
Paul Jones Bird Club of Ocono-
mowoc. 

We again had 51 species, but the 
Oconomowoc club came up with 
53.  However, we topped them 
with individual birds, coming in 
with 6,731 compared to their pal-
try 4,821. 

The Benjamin F. Goss Bird Club 
claimed a Belted Kingfisher in the 
City of Waukesha, and a Ruby-
crowned Kinglet in Dousman, as 
their most unusual birds of the 
day. 

The Oconomowoc club saw a 

sandpiper, a robin, 68 hawks and 
220 ducks…”due to water not be-
ing frozen.”  (No specifics on type 
of sandpiper, hawks or ducks!). 

The article stated that most areas 
were done by car, but that each 
area had “some hiking through un-
derbrush, climbing under fenc-
es,” (gee….that seems to be a com-
mon occurrence in the ‘60’s!), 
“and tromping through marshes.” 

One lady mentioned that due to 
the bright sunshine, “it was very 
comfortable, even though the tem-
peratures ranged between 3 – 19 
degrees.”  

Do you get the feeling that these 
members of bygone days were har-
dier than we are?? 

Christmas Counts of the Mid-1960’s 
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A Moment from the Archives with Historian, Jennifer Tyskiewicz 

Caption reads: TO KILL THE CHILL 
of the brisk winter day, club members 
(left) Mrs. E.R. Rutenber and Mrs. Wil-
liam G. Laatsch stopped for coffee at the 
home of Mrs. Clarence Henricks, Dous-
man, who pours it for them 

Caption Reads: IN PURSUIT of uncata-
logued specimens are Mrs. William G. 
Laatsch and Mrs. E.R. Rutenber of College 
Ave.  



OHYHOV��(DUO\�ULVHUV�FDQ�MRLQ�WKH�ILUVW�
FDU�FDUDYDQ�WKDW�ZLOO�UHDFK�LWV�ILUVW�
GHVWLQDWLRQ�EHIRUH�VXQULVH��$�FRDFK�
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%LJ�6LW�DW�WKH�0DQLWRZRF�,PSRXQG�
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6DWXUGD\�VWDUWV�ZLWK�HDUO\�PRUQLQJ�
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ZKLFK�LV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQ�
UHJLVWUDWLRQ��/XQFK�LV�IROORZHG�E\�WKH�
:62�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ��DQG�WKH�FRUH�
RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQ�
YHQWLRQ�EHJLQV�DW�������3UHVHQWD�
WLRQV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�GHFLGHGO\�*UHDW�
/DNHV�IRFXV��FRYHULQJ�WRSLFV�VXFK�
DV�JXOO�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ��LQYDVLYH�VSH�
FLHV�LQ�WKH�ODNHV��DHULDO�LQVHFWLYRUHV�
DQG�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\��DQG�QDWXUH�LQ�DUW�
IHDWXULQJ�ORFDO�DUWLVW�%HFFD�-DEV��
ZKR�GHVLJQHG�WKLV�\HDU¶V�IHVWLYDO�W-
VKLUW��)ROORZLQJ�ZLOO�EH�D�UHVHDUFK�
SRVWHU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��IHDWXULQJ�XQL�
YHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV��DQG�VFKRODUVKLSV�

:LVFRQVLQ�6RFLHW\�IRU�2UQLWKRORJ\¶V�
��VW�$QQXDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�LQ�0D\������
ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH�LQ�7ZR�5LYHUV��:,��7KH�
ZHHNHQG�NLFNV�RII�RQ�7KXUVGD\�ZLWK�D�
PHPEHUV�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�SLFQLF�KHOG�LQ�
GRZQWRZQ�7RZ�5LYHUV��,PPHGLDWHO\�
IROORZLQJ�WKH�SLFQLF�ZLOO�EH�D�VWXQQLQJ�
SHUIRUPDQFH�E\�WKH�2QHLGD�1DWLRQ�
6PRNH�'DQFHUV�ZKR�ZLOO�DSSHDU�LQ�
KDQGPDGH�1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�UHJDOLD�
DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�D�PDVWHU�RI�FHUHPR�
QLHV�ZKR�ZLOO�H[SODLQ�ZKDW�HDFK�
GDQFH�UHSUHVHQWV�DQG�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
KRZ�LW�HYROYHG�FXOWXUDOO\��+H�DOVR�ZLOO�
GHVFULEH�WKH�ZD\V�WKDW�1DWLYH�$PHUL�
FDQV�LQ�JHQHUDO��DQG�WKH�2QHLGDV�LQ�
SDUWLFXODU��WKLQN�DERXW�DQG�LQWHUDFW�
ZLWK�ZLOGOLIH�DQG�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG��
LQFOXGLQJ�ELUGV��7R�ILQLVK�WKH�HYHQLQJ��

WKH�:62�$ZDUGV�FHUHPRQ\�ZLOO�KRQ�
RU�VHYHUDO�QDWXUDOLVWV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�
JUHDW�FRQWULEXWRUV�WR�WKH�:62��ELUGV��
DQG�FRQVHUYDWLRQ��7KH�SHUIRUPDQFH�
DQG�DZDUGV�FHUHPRQ\�DUH�RSHQ�WR�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�DZDUGV�
UHFHSWLRQ�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�D�1LJKW�+LNH�DW�
3RLQW�%HDFK�6WDWH�)RUHVW�WR�OLVWHQ�IRU�
:KLS-SRRU-ZLOOV�DQG�RWKHU�QRFWXUQDO�
FUHDWXUHV�� 

)ULGD\�ZLOO�EH�IXOO�RI�ILHOG�WULSV�RI�YDU\�
LQJ�LQWHQVLWLHV�IRU�ELUGHUV�RI�DOO�VNLOO�

ZLOO�EH�DZDUGHG�� 

$�VRFLDO�KRXU�ZLWK�D�FDVK�EDU�ZLOO�
VWDUW�DW������DQG�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQ�EDQ�
TXHW�VWDUWV�DW�������2XU�NH\QRWH�
VSHDNHU�IRU�WKH�HYHQLQJ�ZLOO�EH�'U��
%HQ�=XFNHUEHUJ��DVVRFLDWH�SURIHV�
VRU�LQ�WKH�'HSW�RI�)RUHVW�DQG�:LOGOLIH�
(FRORJ\�DW�WKH�8:-0DGLVRQ��=XFN�
HUEHUJ��ZKRVH�8:�ODE�KDV�IRXQG�
RYHUZKHOPLQJ�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�ZLOGOLIH�
SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�FOL�
PDWH�FKDQJH��+H�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�ZKDW�
IXWXUH�DFWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�
EDVHG�RQ�GDWD�JDWKHUHG�IURP�EUHHG�
LQJ�ELUG�DWODV�ZRUN� 

2Q�6XQGD\�ZH�ZLOO�DWWQHG�³JRLQJ�
KRPH�ILHOG�WULSV´�IHDWXULQJ�D�YDULHW\�
RI�URXWHV�WKDW�KHDG�LQ�DOO�GLUHFWLRQV�
VR�WKDW�ELUGHUV�FDQ�JR�ELUGLQJ�RQ�
WKHLU�ZD\�KRPH��%HJLQQHU�%LUGLQJ�
ZRUNVKRSV�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�KHOG�DW�
:RRGODQG�'XQHV�1DWXUH�&HQWHU�� 

6WD\�WXQHG�DQG�FKHFN�:62¶V�ZHE�
VLWH�ZVRELUGV�RUJ�RU�)DFHERRN�
SDJH�IRU�GHWDLOV��5HJLVWUDWLRQ�EHJLQV�
LQ�0DUFK��:DON-LQ�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�LV�DOVR�
DYDLODEOH��DQG�\RX�GR�127�QHHG�WR�
EH�D�:62�PHPEHU�WR�DWWHQG� 

Great Birding on a Great Lake!  
Wisconsin Society for Ornithology’s 2020 Convention 

Oneida Nation Smoke Dancers, sponsored by 
the Bay Area Bird Club from Green Bay 

Dr. Ben Zuckerberg, UW Madison 


